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RADIO SERMONS
MARCH, 1959

THE PARABLE OF THE DRAGNET
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Our Lord said, "The kingdom of heaven is like unto a net, that
was cast into the sea, and gathered of ev ery kind: which, when it was
full, they drew to shore, and sat down, and gathered the good into
vessels, but cast the bad away. So shall it be at the end of the world:
the angels shall come forth, and sever the wicked from among the
just. And shall cast them into the furnace of fire: there shall be wailing
and gnashing of teeth" (Matthew 13: 47-50.)
The people who lived in the villages around the Sea of Galilee
had often seen the drama of the dragnet. At a little distance from the
shore the fishing -boats would cast the net. Its lower edge was weighted
so as to trail on the bed of the sea, and its upper edge was fastened ·
to floats. As it was dragged, it surrounded and brought to land every ,
living creature that. fell within its sweep, until at length it rested upon the beach. And when it was spread out upon the sand , the fishermen
gathered the edible fish into vessels and flung the worthless fish away.
T,hen the net was once more cast into the sea.
In this parable, the Son of God comp ares the gathering of men into
His church to what is done by a fi sh net . As the net is cast into the
sea, and fish are enclosed by it; so the gospel is proclaimed in the
world, and · men are gathered by it into Christ 's kingdom.

There are several analogies
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kingdom of Christ, and it is to these analogies
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Every parable of the Lord is intended to bring out one truth in
bold relief, and the truth illustrated by this parable is the final separation of the good from the bad. While this is the truth in the spotlight
of the parable, the same light may incidentally illumine other truths,
as one cannot turn the light on an object he wishes to examine without
shedding light on other things as well.
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In the first place, the net is cast into the sea - not some narrow
river, but the wide sea. And this reminds us that the gospel is for
the world. Wherever there are lost souls, it is to be proclaimed - not
in a narrow corner of our land, but through the length and breadth
of it, and not in our country only, but in all the world. This is the
will of our heavenly Master. This is His gracious purpose, that the
gospel should be preached to every creature.
Our duty clearly is to
spread the kingdom of Christ throughout the earth.
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We join with the poet in exclaiming:
Salvation! O salvation!
The joyful sound proclaim,
Till each remotest nation
Has learnt Messiah's name.
Waft, waft, ye winds, His story,
And you, ye waters, roll,
Till, like a sea of glory,
It spreads from pole to pole.
(Author unknown; quoted in Parables of Our Lord by
Ashton Oxenden; Pub. Wm . Macintosh, London, 1866).
The fishing net sinks into the water, and the gospel reaches down
to the lowest depths of our sin. Is there anyone so far gone, so utterly
degraded, that he is beyond the reach of the gospel? Does it not announce salvation to the very uttermost? Ah, there are some who were
once plunged into the depths of sin, but the gospel came to them with
heavenly power, rescued them, and brought them to Christ. Yes, the
very lowest can be reached, they can be rescued from their deep
misery, they can be lifted up to the very shore of heaven.
The net takes the fish out of their natural element, where they
live, and like to be. And the kingdom of Christ takes sinners out of
that element, where they have long lived, and liked to live. It brings
them out of their sins, their
evil practices, their worldly
ways. It
changes the very heart, and makes men "new creatures, " in whose lives
"old things are passed away; behold, all things are become new" (II
Corinthians 5: 17).
The net is the most effective means of catching fish, and the
gospel is the only means of bringing men into the kingdom. The
gospel is God's power for gathering souls into the church, and bringing t~em to Christ. Every time a minister of the gospel preaches, he
throws the gospel net. He throws it in faith, according to the Lord's
command, and looks to Him for the "catch." He trusts in the divine
promise which says: "My word . . . shall not return unto me void,
but it shall accomplish that which I please, and it shall prosper in the .
things whereto I send it" (Isaiah 55: 11).
The success of fishermen
depends upon the manner in which
they employ the net. While it lies in the boat, it is useless. As long
as it remains there, no fish are caught. So the gospel must be sent
forth. It must be preached. The word must be spoken in men's ears,
and applied to their hearts. It is not enough that we sit at home and
read our Bibles. Something more is needed. It is God's will that His
word should be heard. The Bible says that faith cometh by hearing
(Romans 10:17) . And why must men hear the gospel to be saved?
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It is simply God' s will. It pleased

to save them that believe

Him by the foolishness
(I Corinthians 1: 21).
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How immensely important,
then, is preaching!
By it souls are
won, and sinners saved. By it men are brought to their knees, and are
taught the value of prayer.
But skill is needed by th e fisherman, for if .the net is cast into
the sea by unskillful hands, the labor is lost. And is not skill also
needed in throwing the gospel net? The Lord says, "He that winneth
souls is wise." We need the highest wisdom , and the greatest skill, to
catch men. Our Lord's charge to the first preachers of the gospel was,
"Be ye wise as serpents." Ministers of Christ must act wisely, for they
are called upon to point out the way to heaven, and they must not
make a mistake. And Solomon tells us, in the Book of Ecclesiastes,
"Because the preacher was wise,
he sought to find out acceptable
words" (12:9,10). As it was in the days of old, so must it be in our
day . Gospel preachers should pray that they may throw the net skillfully and rightly, that they may draw men into it, and win many souls
to Christ . How was it that Peter, when he let down the net on the
day of Pentecost , gathered three thousand souls for Christ? It was because the Holy Spirit guided him, a nd such power was given to his
words, that hearts were touched, and · souls awakened. And we can
win many souls to Christ if we will preach the same message given
to him by the Spirit, and be fervent in our appeals to the lost.
The gospel net, in these days, can be thrown farther and wider than
it was ever thrown before due to our advanced means of communication.
The can to citizenship in the kingdom of heaven can be sounded round
the world by the media of radio, television , and the printed page. And
thus many souls can be gathered in , and brought safely to the eternal
shore.
But there is a second way in which the dragnet and the kingom
are alike. When the net is cast it gathers "of every kind." This is the
first thing that strikes one looking at a net drawn ashore - the confused
mass of shells, turtles, shad and other rough fish mingled with the
· wholesome fish that lie gasping and floundering in the net. The net
cast into the sea makes no distinction between the fish, but it gathers
of every kind, some large, some small, some good and some worthless.
In hunting, a man can make his choice and pick out the finest of the
herd, letting the rest go, but in fishing with a net no such selection
is possible; all must be drawn to shore th at happens ·to come within
the sweep of the net .
And so it is with the gospel net. It gathers in not only those in
whom there is a natural leaning toward a devout life, or those who are
·susceptible to the gospel, or those who are attracted by a life of selfsacrifice, but it gathers in "of every kind.'' One cannot always determine
who is most likely to become a Christian,
because men become
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Christians not because religion suits their fancy, their individual mood
and special tastes, but because the kingdom of h eaven satisfies human
wants which are as common to the race as hunger and thirst. So in
sending out His servants to invite men into the kingdom, our Lord did
not name individuals to whom they were to go, and who should, from
first to last, prove themselves obedient to the world. He did not eve n
name classes of persons or races with whom they would be sure to find
success, but He told them to go into all the world and invite all m en
without distinction. The Bible says that Christ "tasted death for every
man" (Hebrews 2 : 9), and that the Lamb of God "w ast slain, and hast
redeemed us to God by thy blood out of every kindred, and tongue, and
people, and nation" (Revelation 5: 9). The preachers of the kingdom
have no power to make selections for God, and to say of one that he will
be, and of another that he will never be valuable to the Lord. They
are to cast the net on a wide sea without regard to caste, color or
clime, for "God is no respecter of persons: but in every nation he that
feareth him, and worketh righteousness, is acceptable with him " (Acts
10: 34,35).

are already
wrote:

But the kingdom being thus open to all, many enter it for the sake
of some of its advantages, while they remain at heart disloyal, and are
never filled with a sense of its glory. They have an external present
attachment to the kingdom in name, but they do not belong to it and
are not in it heart and soul.

But in the second place, this truth was revealed to correct the
error of those who incline to enter into the membership of the church
because it is not absolutely pure. Ther e are multitudes everywhere who
make the faults of some who are in the church an excuse for their
remaining out of it . But have these people ever refle cted, that even if
they could ever find on the earth a perfectly pure congregation of the
Lord's people, it would be at once defiled by their connection with iL
For they themselves surely could nev er claim to be absolutely perfect,
and therefore by coming into the church they would at once contaminate
it.

There have been, and probably always will be, some in the church
who are not genuinely converted. In the church at Philippi there were
many of whom Paul, weeping, wrote, "They are the enemies of th e
cross of Christ" (Philippians 3:18), and among the twelve who were
the first apostles of the Lord , we cannot forget that there was Judas ,
the son of perdition. Of one who had been his fellow-laborer, the apostle
Paul wrote heartbrokenly, "Demas hath j'orsaken me, having loved this
present world" (II Timothy 4 : 10), and one congregation to whom the
apostle John wrote had its Diotrephes, "who lov ed to have th e preeminence" (III John 9)_ Always there has been this mixture of good and evil
in the church, and there always will be, till the end of time.
But this truth, sad in itself, has a twofold lesson in it for us. First,
it should give comfort to those who are laborin g in the ministry of the
gospel, and are saddened by the blemishes and evils in the characters
and conduct of thos e who are members of the church . In the beginning
of his career the young preacher is all on fire for the conversion of
sinners, and perhaps so much so that Christi ans amon g his hearers
are likely to feel as if they were almost forgotten in his sermons. But
after a while they who were faithful begin to drift, and the preacher
exclaims with Paul, in his letter to the Galatians, "Ye did run wen;
who did hinder you that ye should not obey the truth?" (6:7). Thus
a young minister of the gospel learns that he must give a little more
of his attention to the guidance of tho se who hav e be en conve r t ~d and

in the church. In such moments

he feels with Keble who

Lord, in thy field I work all day,
I read, I preach, I warn and pray;
And yet these wilful, wandering sheep,
Within thy fold I cannot keep.
(Quoted in Parables of Our Saviour, by Wm. M. Taylor; Pub. 1886).
In such a moment, the truth taught by the parable of the dragnet
comes as a relief. The preacher is remind ed by it that he will not find
absolute purity and perfection in the church. As a result he does not
become less earnest in his declaration of the whole counsel of God, or
less desirous for the purity of the church, but he moderates his expectations, and begins to expect things which have been serious dissappointments and dis cou ragements. The Lord revealed that there will alw ays be
a mixture of good and bad in the church, not to abate our zeal, but to
keep us from
looking
for impossibilities,
and from
courting
dis app ointment.

Let no man, therefore, plead the impurity of the church as an
excuse for his not becoming a member of it; for it will not reach
absolute perfection while it is upon the earth, and the true conception
of the church in the world is that of a school for the training of
imperfect Christians toward that perfection which is to be found at
la st above. The church is not a great exhibition-hall for the display of
perfect Christians, but an educational institution for the development
of imperfect believers . Men do not go to school because they already
know all that is taught in it , but that they may learn that of which
they are ignorant, and the true spirit in which one should enter the
church is that of a humble dis ciple , who confesses hi s wea kness and
ignorance a nd imperfection, and is willing to take Christ as his teacher,
that he may learn of Him.
Do as we will, we shall never get all evil entirely out of the church,
but this is no excuse for blotting out the line which the Lord has
elsewhere drawn between the church and the world. And we must not
use it as an excuse for retaining ungodly people in the church. This
parable is not a condemnation of discipline wisely administered, tor the
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apostle Paul ordered the church at Corinth, in the name of Christ, to
come together and purge out a fornicator who had brought reproach
upon the body of the Lord. To the church at Thessalonica, the apostle
wrote, "Now we command you, brethren, in the name of our Lord
Jesus Christ, that ye withdraw yourselves from every brother that
walketh disorderly, and not after the tradition which he received of
us" (II Thessalonians
3: 3). But after we have done our utmost to
cast glaring sins out of the church, it will still be imperfect because its
members are imperfect.
However, it shall not always remain with a mixture of good and
bad in it for the third lesson of this parable teaches that when the net
was full, "they drew it to shore, and sat down, and gathered the good
into vessels, but cast the bad away." Jesus said, "So shall it be at the
end of the world : the angels shall come forth, and sever the wicked
from among the just , And shall cast them into tlie furnace of fire; there
shall be wailing and gnashing of teeth."
No wonder that Chrysostom should characterize this as "a terrible
parable," and that Gregory the Great shoµld style it one "rather to be
trembled at than expounded." It is a glimpse, a flash of events transpiring at the end of time. It warns us that everyone gathered into the
kingdom of God in this world will at last be subjected to a careful
testing, by which the preciou ·s will be rigidly severed from the worthless, and the worthless will be cast into outer darkness . By no means
shall all who are enclosed by God's kingdom in the present age be
gathered into the eternal kingdom in the world to come. The parable
of the dragnet teaches that in the church of God, "there are not onlyvessels of gold and silver, but also of wood and of earth; and some to
honor and some to dishonor,'' and that each of us should therefore seek
to be "a vessel unto honor, sanctified, and meet for the master's use"
(II Timothy 2 :20,21). We must become partakers of the divine nature
by adding to our faith virtue, knowledge, temperance, patience, godliness, brotherly kindness, and love. And only if these things be in us
and abound shall an entrance be ministered unto us into the everlasting
kingdom of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ (II Peter 1:5-11).
The parable of the dragnet points to the great day of meeting and
of parting -- of assembling and dividing -- when God shall send forth
His angels to gather together His faithful disciples, and to banish
·forever the ungodly from His presence. As you anticipate the hand
that is to separate the good from the bad, do you rejoice that a penetrating eye and an unerring wisdom will guide it? Do you rejoice that it
is God who is coming to judge the world in righteousness, and that no
mistakes will be made? Do you realize that no lesson can be addressed
to m:en more touching, or more piercing than this?
It is noteworthy
that the clearest, most emphatic announcements
regarding the punishment
of the wicked at the end of time were
spoken by the lips of the Lord Jesus. Why . did He speak so often on
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this dread theme? Did His love for men wax cold? Did He, through
the provocations that He met in Hi s ministry, sometimes forget to be
gracious? No, never at any time did His heart melt more with tenderness for men than when He proclaimed that the wicked shall be cast
into . outer darkness. He not only intimated, as in this parable, that
such sentence would be pronounced , but declared that He Himself
would pronounce it. He said, "when the Son of man shall come in his
glory . . . . then shall he say unto them on the left hand, Depart from
me, ye cursed, into everlasting fire, prepared for the devil and his
angels" (Matthew 25). He who uttered these words pitied and loved
sinners-because
He loved them, He spoke these words. The prediction
which these words declare is true. Christ did not change the eternal
law of God that evil shall not dwell in His presence, and it was kind
for Him to give us warning. It would have been unkind, and therefore
unlike the Lord, to conceal the dreadful fact, and leave unwarned
sinners to learn it first by experiencing it. It was overflowing love in
the heart of Christ that drew these warnings repeatedly from His
lips. He tells us that the wicked shall be cast away that we may never
be cast away.
We have no more right to forget or neglect this warning of Jesus
than we have to forget or neglect that He said to humanity, "Come
unto me, and I will give you rest ." There was the infinite wooing
tenderness of Christ, but He nev er failed to see the ultimate issue of
sin and of evil. He constantly warned that - the gospel net is now in •
the sea, but that the day is coming when it will be drawn to shore
that the good and bad may be separated.
When is the judgment coming? We do not know when that hour
will be. We have no way of knowing when the Lord will return. It
may be soon, and it may not be for a thousand years or more. We
do not know, and we do not attempt to discover.
But the parable of the dragnet teaches that the day of separation
will come, and that some of those who are to be separated from each
other were together in the church of Chri st upon the earth. And so the
warning comes with terrible solemnity, to the effect that citizenship in
the kingdom-membership
in the c_hurch-does
not guarantee everlasting salvation. It is not enough to have your name on the church roll,
but the question is , Are you in Christ? You cannot be in Christ without
being in His kingdom , but you may claim citizenship without really
being in the Lord. (It is not enough that you are growing in the field
of the church, but the question is, A.re you wheat or tares?) It is not
enough that you are enclosed in the net of the church, but the q~estion
is, Are you good or bad in it1 We shall not undertake to answer these
questions for you, but we urge you to ask God to help you find the
answers for yourselves.
And if, as the Bible says, judgment is to begin at the house of
God, what shall the end be of them that "obey not the gospel of God?"
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If the impure member of the church is to be cast out forever into the
place where there shall be wailing and gnashing of teeth, what shall
be the portion of the alien sinn .er? Let him not congratulate
himself
that he is innocent of insincerity
or hypocrisy, for, though that be
true, it is only a confession that he is sincerely God's enemy, and that
is still a terrible thing.
The people who will be saved in the day of separation are those
who have believed in the Lord Jesus, repented of their sins, been
baptized into Chrfst, and then remained as loyal and faithful Christians
through the years of their flesh upon the earth. Since the Lord says
that "there shall in no wise enter into it (heaven) any thing that
defileth, neHher whatsoever worketh abomination or maketh a lie; but
they which are written in the Lamb's book of life," we urge you who
have not done so, to obey the gospel that your names may be enrolled
in the book of life and to continue a life of faithfulness
until God
calls you home.

EYES ON THE CROSS
By
Radio

•

Sermon

No. 371
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MAY
March

8, 1959

Over nineteen hundred years ago, just outside the gates of the
city of Jerusalem,
a man died . His death was in view of the crowd
and it was one of the most humiliating
deaths the world has ever
known. A large crowd ass embled to watch the Roman soldiers carry
out their orders. The prisoner had been beaten, spit upon and mocked
the night before and now was led as a lamb to the slaughter, and
as a lamb, he opened not his mouth. Along with the prominent prisoner
were two others to be executed. The thieves spoke vile and foul
language.
They charged Jesus as being false and like the others
they cursed him. When the nails were placed through their hands
they did not respond as the man in the center, for Jesus did not
complain. There on that cross at Golgotha, the place of the skull, the
very Son of God was to give His life as a ransom for the sins of all
mankind. Though it was nineteen centuries ago, Jesus died for you
and for me.
A great mob assembled to witness the execution . This was the
same people who only a few hours before answered the question of
Pontius Pilate, "What then shall I do with Jesus?" Their answer has
rung through the centuries, "Crucify him, crucify him." And now they
stood by to witness the pain, the anguish and the humiliation of the
cross . They had not stopped to consider the claims made by Jesus.
They only listened to their religious leaders and followed them blindly
to this spot of exe cution . They had not taken the time to look back
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thirty-three
years to the little city of Bethlehem where the star stood
over the stable when Jesus was born. They had not called into witn ess,
in the prisoner's behalf, the shepherds who had been watching their
flocks when the angel of the Lord appeared unto them telling of the
birth of the Saviour. They did not ask for the wisdom of the wise men
who had traveled from the east to come and worship the new King
and bring Him gifts of gold, and frankincense
and myrrh. They
followed their religious leaders. Could it be that they had forg otten
the times when Jesus had fed their hungry stomachs? Was it so long
since He had healed the diseases of their bodies? Had their memories
failed concerning the time when Jesus raised the young man from the
dead? Had these things meant nothing to the angry mob? For what
reason were they asking for the life of this innocent man? Only one
answer can be given-they
followed their leaders without asking "if
these things be true ." They did not "prove all things."
Today, in our twentieth
century, the masses also follow the
religious leaders blindly. In the name of religion men are led into the
darkness
of sin. Their souls become captivated
with error;
their
eternal destiny is placed in the hands of men who claim to be sent
from God; or one who claims to be a vicar of Christ on earth; or one
who makes claims to possess the powers of healing. Men follow
without question.
The Apostle Paul commanded the church at Thessalonica "to prove
all things" (I Thess. 5: 21). Paul said for them to put the doctrin e to
a test, see if it is from God and if it is, hold fast to it for it is good,
but if it is not from God abstain from it, stay away from it for it is
evil and corrupt and will condemn one in the great judgment
day.
The Holy Spirit admonishes us to "try every spirit to see whether
they are of God" for there are many false prophets and teachers
which have gone out into the world. Are m en trying the spirits today?
Do men seek to test the doctrines being spread throughout the newspapers and over the radio and television networks across our nation
and around the world? Do men question today the claims that are
made by their religious leaders? No, men are following them blindly
today as the angry mob followed its religious leaders to the cross of
Calvary. Men are being led to crucify Jesus and His teachings by their
religious leaders . We must measure all men and their teaching by the
infallible m easure of the word of God. The Bible is God's message
for man today, and it is the means whereby a man is furnished unto
every good work (II Tim. 3: 17). This book has been the guide for
humanity though the ages and it remains the guide for the twentieth
century .
Before the doctrine of any man or woman is accepted a proper
investigation of God's word should be made. The Apostle Paul instructed
the churches of Galatia that there were those who were troubling the
churches and who were perverting the gospel of Christ. Listen to the
great apostle: "I marvel that ye are so quickly removing from him that
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called you in the grace of Christ unto a different gospel; which is
not another gospel; only there are some that trouble you, and would
pervert the gospel of Christ . But . though we, or an angel from heaven
should preach unto you any gospel other than that which we have
preached unto you, let him be accursed . As we have said before, so
say I now again, If any man preacheth unto you any gospel other than
that which ye have received, let him be accursed" (Gal. 1:6-9). Friends,
this truth, spoken by an inspired man of old, is just as true today
as when it was spoken. Throughout our land today, men are twisting
perverting, and wresting the scriptures
unto their own destruction.
While they are doing this, the multitudes are following blindly because
these men are religious leaders. Let each of us look to the example of
the noble Bereans, whe ,n they heard the message they gladly received
it but before they accepted it as final truth, they searched the scriptures to see if these things be true (Acts 17). What a worthy example
for men to follow today.
The religious leaders were in the mob that day, aggravating
the
anger of those that stood by. They had led these people to take this
uncouth action against an innocent man. Jesus became a victim of
the hatred of the religious leaders. They hated Him because He
brought into open light their hypocrisy and their sham religion. These
great leaders were angered when Jesus pointed out their errors and
their inconsistencies.
When He drove the money-changers
from the
temple, they began seeking ways to ensnare Him so that they might
kill Him.
On another occasion, Jesus was walking in the temple when He
was approached by the chief priests, the scribes and the elders with
this question, "By what authority doest thou these things? or who
gave thee this authority to do these things?" Jesus in turn asked them
a question which if answered correctly they would have admitted He
was the Son of God. They feared the multitude and left Him, angry.
Why? Because He had pointed out their errors.
Times have not changed in this respect so
the errors of the religious world are pointed
angered and say many things contrary
to
religious leaders do not wish that their errors
their errors be hidden so that the people will

much, have they? When
out today, men become
the word of God. The
be pointed out but that
continue to follow.

Not so long ago, I was discussing the Bible with a young man, and
the question of baptism arose. He said to me, "If you can show where
baptism was ever commanded for the remission of sins , I will accept
it ." His religious leaders had told him that one could be saved simply
by placing his faith in Jesus. They had not read to him the statement.
of Jesus in John chapter 1, verse 12 when he said: "But as many as
believed on him, to them he gave the right to become children of God."
This young man's religious leaders had left him in error teaching him
that faith alone would save a man. We turned to the second chapter
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of Acts and began reading the great sermon of Peter preached on
Pentecost. In only a few minutes the thirty-eighth verse came before
us. It read, "And Peter said unto them, Repent and be baptiz ed every
one of you in the name of Jesus Christ unto the remission of your
sins an.d ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit." When the young
man read this he slammed his Bible closed and said, "I do not believe
it, even if it is written in the Bible." Why did he make such a
statement?
Because his preacher had taught him differently and he
dared not believe that his preacher was in erro r . Friend, the religious
leaders today can be in error as much as the religious leaders of the
first century. These leaders will lead you in opposition to God's word
and into destruction just as the angry mob who crucified Jesus was
led blindly. The religious leaders do not wish to preach the truth of
Christ because it is not popular. Their desire is to follow the popular
path where the multitudes tread. But remember the words of Jesus:
"Enter ye in by the narrow gate: for wide is the gate, and broad is
the way, that leadeth to destruction, and many are they that enter
thereby. For narrow is the gate, and straitened the way, that leadeth
unto life, and few are they that find it" (Matthew 7). The popular
way is the way to hell, it is the way of the multitudes .
The Roman soldiers were there on that darkest day · of history.
They were there to perform their duties, and not concerned with the
men to be executed. Whether this man was the true Son of God or
not made little or no difference to them; they had a job to do.
Many people today do not stop to consider the "job" that they are
doing in religion. Statements
are many which encourage people that
"one church is just as good as another," and "You go to your church
and I'll go to mine," and still another, "Attend the church of your
choi ce." There are great differences in the religions of the world today.
They are not all alike. One is not as good as another. Unless the
religion teaches the truth of God's word, in its simplicity, purity, and
fulness then it cannot be the church of the New Testament, the blood
bought institution
of Jesus Christ. Man may make a choice among
the religions of men but he has no choice when it . comes to the truths
of God. How much choice does a man have when there is only one
New Testament church? The Apostle Paul taught this, "There is one
body, and one Spirit, even as also ye were called in one hope of your
calling" (Ephesians 4: 4). He further states that God gave Christ to be
head over all things to the church "which is his body" (Ephesians
1: 22,23). The church and the body are the same institution and Paul
says by inspiration, "There is one ." Where, my friends, is the choice?
Perhaps the least recognized people in that great crowd of witnesses
at the foot of the cross of Jesus were His disciples. These were the
people who had traced His footsteps across the deserts, around the
sea shores, through the cities, to the heights of the mountains, into
the garden of prayer and now they have 'come to the last hour of His
life. Among the disciples could be found His 'mother, Mary the wife of
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Joseph. One can almost see her as she weeps over the injustice that
is being done to her son . But then we can remember when the shepherds
came to see the Christ they told of the visit of the angels and how
this Jesus was to be a Saviour to the people. Mary had pondered all
these things in her heart and now she could look with pride and yet
sorrow to the cross which bore her son. Here in the view of all the
world hung the Son of God, the Saviour of the world, paying the debt
of sin for all mankind
Other disciples were there too. They looked upon the victim with
compassion and love. They realized that here was the Saviour who
had taught them "Greater love hath no man than this that a man lay
down his life for a friend." Now in their very eyes they were seeing
Jesus carry out the things He had taught. They must have remembered
that Jesus was the light of the world and now He was dying that all men
might enjoy the light of the freedom from sin in Christ Jesus.
Today, men must also look to Christ as the Saviour and as the
object of their love if they are to be saved. "Though he was a Son,
yet learned he obedience by the things that he suffered; and having
been made perfect, he became unto all men that ,.obey him the author
of eternal salvation"
(Hebrews
5:8,9). Jesus is not the author of
salvation to all men but to all men that obey Him. Thus we do not have
universal
salvation given without obedience, but we have salvation
given to all men that obey the commandments
of Christ the Lord.
Jesus Himself said, "If ye· love me, ye will keep my commandments."
Yet when we preach that man must have faith in Christ, repent of
his sins, confess his faith in Christ, and be baptized for the remission
of his sins men declare that this is not necessary. They shout to the
multitudes, "Only believe." My friends,, do they love Christ? Are they
keeping His commandments?
What have they said concerning
the
great commission "Go ye into all the world and preach the gospel to
every creature, he that believeth and is baptized shall be saved and
he that disbelieveth shall be condemned"? They say that baptism is
not essential but faith is. Do you believe that this is keeping the
commandments
of Christ? Are these men perverting
the gospel of
our Lord? Surely you will agree with me today that if we do the things
now that made Christians in the first century we will be Christians
today. Men of the first century were commanded to believe, repent,
confess their Saviour and be buried with Christ in baptism that their
sins might be washed away by the blood of Christ. Have you done this?
If you have completed your obedience to Christ by keeping the commandments
given by Him and His holy Apostles then you are a
Christian;
but if you have failed to keep these commandments
you
remain in sin and will be lost in the judgment day. Why not turn to
Christ as your Saviour, believe on Him as the Son of God who is able
to save your soul, repent of your sins, turn from the pleasures of the
world to the beauties found in Christ; confess Jesus as the Son of
God, and submit yourself in baptism, dying to sin, being buried from
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the world and resurrected to a life eternal and continue to walk with
Christ in the light and have the blessed fellowship of the saints? All
eyes today are looking toward the cross of Jesus the Christ. What do
you see suspended there? Is this an object of your hatred, your
indifference or is Jesus an object of your love? If you love Him then
you will keep His commandments. Accept Him today, look to Jesus and
the cross, obey His commandments and be saved.

II
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The thirteenth chapter of Romans has been called the great "citizenship chapter" of the Bible. It has been given this title because it is
filled with instructions
regarding our duties to the government under
which we live.
It was penned by the apostle Paul who knew what citizenship
meant. He was a citizen of the Roman Empire, and more than one
time do we find him escaping personal suffering and violence by simply
declaring that he was a Roman.

The "citizenship chapter" of the Bible teaches that a good citizen
and a good Christian is not two beings, but one. It emphasizes the
truth that each of us has an obligation to the state.
in the first place, that we are to be government-supPaul said, "Let every soul be subject unto the higher
powers" (Romans 13: 1). This is another way of saying: Stand by the
government. Uphold it. Support its program for the common good of
all. Help to carry out its program for the betterment
of humanity.
Sacrifice personal preferences for the ultimate good of all. Cooper·
ate in improving conditions of the country.
It

porting

teaches,

citizens.

We should exercise our voting franchise to see that good men
are elected to office , and then we should support them. Instead of
leveling blasts of criticism at them, we should offer them praise that
will encourage them in the enactment
of beneficial laws - and in
the carrying out of laws already enacted. The apostle Paul said to a
young Christian by the name of Timothy: "I exhort therefore, that,
first of all, supplications, prayers, intercessions,
and giving of thanks,
be made for all men; For kings, and for all that are in authority;
that we may lead
a quiet and peaceable life in all godliness and
honesty. For this is good and acceptable
in the sight of God our
Saviour; Who will have all men to be saved, and to come unto the
knowledge of the truth" (I Timothy 2:1-4). It is acceptable unto God
-yea
it is more - it is a divine requirement
that we support and
pray for our government.
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The Scriptures
teach that we are to be God-honoring
citizens.
The Bible says, "There is no power but of God: the powers that be
the
are ordained
of God" (Romans · 13: 1). In the Old Testament,
Lord has likewise informed us of His interest in the nations of men.
He says, "At what instant I shall speak concerning a nation, and concerning a kingdom, to pluck up , and to pull down, and to destroy it;
If that nation,
against whom I have pronounced,
turn from their
evil, I will repent of the evil that I thou ght to do unto them. And at
what instant I shall speak con ce rning a nation, and concerning a kingdom , to build and to plant it; If it do evil in my sight, that it obey
not my voice, theri I will repent of the good, wherewith I said I would
18: 7-10).
benefit tp.em" (Jeremiah
We honor God by respectin g civil government
recogmzmg that
He ordained it for our good a nd the good of our neighbors . As the
venerabl e Alexander
Campbell says, "Civil government
is its elf a
divine appendix to the volumes of religion and morality. Though neither Caesar nor Napoleon, Nicholas nor Victoria, were, 'by the grace of
God,' king, emperor or queen; still the civil throne, the civil magistrat e, and therefore, civil government
are, by the grace of God, bestowed upon the world. Neither the church nor the world could exist
without it. God hims elf, therefore,
benevolently
ordained magistrates
and judges" (Campbell's Essay on Capital Punishment).
J. W. McGarvey says, "As we understand
it, the idea which the
chapter of Romans)
apostle is seeking to convey (in the thirteenth
is that duties to God and duties to the state are parallel, rather than
antagonistic. If the Christian is true to his religion , he need fear neither the state nor God, for God rules, generally speaking, in and through
the state, as well as in his providences"
(McGarvey
- Pendleton
Commentary).

Adam Clarke says, "As God is the origin of power, and the supreme
Governor of the universe, he delegates authority
to whomsoever he
will and though in many cases the governor himself may not be of
God, yet civil government is of him: for without this there could be no
soci'ety , no security, no private property;
all would be confusion and
anarchy, and the habitable world would soon be depopulated"
(A.dam
Clarke, in Commenary on Romans 13).
Moses E. Lard says, "All civil governments
derive their origm
and authority from God, and when doing right, have his sanction. He
therefore requires his children to be obedient to . them; and where
they fail, they resist not merely the government but him" (Quoted in
Abilene Christian
College Lectures,
1941, pp. 184, 185).
When we read the "citizenship chapter" of the Bible without any
qualifying statements
or without some effort to make it fit a particul ar theory , it obviously teaches that God did institute
government for the good of humanity.
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We believe that good government
is good, and that the greater
the number of Christians who have some part in shaping its policies,
the better it will be. It is not true that all men in public office are
crooks, nor that one must lose his Chri stia nity in becoming a public
official. That many of them do is not proof that they have to, or
that all do. Men in public office are subjected to strong t emptations ,
but so are men in places of trust in bu siness, banking and professional life.
It has been the contention
of some that human government
rose
in rebellion to God; that originally God meant to govern humanity
directl y giving all the law s and regulation s concerning the activities
of human beings . But men rebelled against God's direct government and ·
set up governments of their own in. order that they might escape being
subject to God's government. And since they were so determined
to
hav e their own governments.
God allows them to exist although they
are in rebellion against His government. Therefore, they conclude, every
human government is evil and is maintained in opposition to God.
If we accept this vie w, then we will have to accept the conclusion
that a Christian
who participates
in government
is sinning, for if
civil government
exists in direct rebellion against God's beneficent
rule , Christians may have no part of it.

But is this view of civil government
justified by what we find
in -the Bible? That a government
here and there has been violently
wicked and in open rebellion against God does not prove that all are.
If we condemn all because some were failures, then we shall have to
condemn all religion because some of its devotees have been as corrupt
and ·grossly wicked as any human governments have been .
It is claimed by this school that Je sus' purpo se was to destroy
all human government
and that in refusing to be made an earthly
king over a restored kingdom of Israel. He is tea ching that none of
His followers may have any part in such a government.
But Jesus
said "render
unto Caesar the things that are Caesar's"
thereby
commanding
support of a human government . Then He was aiding
that which He came to destroy. He said Himself that "a kingdom
divided against itself cannot stand." Then there must be some purpose
for civil government
and some duty which a Christian must render
to it. The non-participation
view pr ese nt s the impossible situati on of
Christ's
saying
"support
with your money that which is evil."
Even though government may be instituted to wreak vengeance upon
th e evil doer, when a Christian supports such a government with his
taxes he is maintaining
an evil institution
that good may come from
it. But doing evil that good may come is a principle mo st emphat ically
condemned by the New Testament
(Romans 3: 8).
We are told that a Chr istian may not p_a rticipate in the government
bec ause it is God's instrument
for taking vengeance on evil-doers and
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the Christian
is forbidden to avenge himself. But let us see two
Scriptures in answer to this objection. In Romans 12:19, Paul said,
"Avenge not yourselves, beloved, but give place unto the wrath of
God; ...
I will recompene, saith the Lord." And in Romans 13:4 the
apostle says the civil governor "is a minister of God, an avenger for
wrath to him that doeth evil." And finally, the apostle adds, "Wherefore
ye must needs be in subjection, not only becaus e of the wr ath , but
also for conscience' sake."
Instead
of teaching
that a Christian
must not participate
in
government,
this Scripture teaches
that the civil government
is
approved of God and that it is His instrument
for getting certain
things done that no individual should do, Christian or non-Christian.
This passage teaches that government is good; th at God has ordained
it, and therefore the Christian is not to t ake the law into his own
hands to aveng e himself, but h e is to let the law take its course .
The Scriptures:
"Avenge not yourselves,"
and if a man "smite
thee on thy right cheek, turn to him the other also," surely forbid
personal retaliation,
but as the government
"is a minister of God,
an avenger for wrath to him that doeth evil ," the Christian should
not shirk his responsibility as a part of the government to do his share
in its work.
Jesus said "turn the other cheek," but He did not say turn the
other man's cheek-the
cheek of the weak and defenseless. Though
a man has the right to sacrific e himself, he does not have the right
to sacrifice others.
"But," it is argued, "the early Christians withdrew from governmental service!"
Suppose they did. They expected Christ to return
before that generation died, too, but we see nineteen centuries of time
gone into the past and He still has not come. Their withdrawal from
many of the normal activities
of human society led soon into the
monastic view of life. We can see what a curse monasticism was to
the individuals
who isolated themselves from the world and how
utterly it failed to interpret the spirit of Christ who said that "the
kingdom of heaven is like unto leaven." To have its influence upon
humanity, Christianity must be set down into the mass of humanity .
Christian service must be rendered where there are men and women
who need its saving infiuence.
We are told to "be ready unto every good work." But did you
ever notice in what connection that statement
is found? Believe it
or not, it is found in connection with this very subject of rendering
obedience to the civil authorities!
The Lord said, "Put them in mind
to be in subjection to rulers, to authorities,
to be obedient, to be
ready unto every good work" (Titus 3: 1). Ho w can one be ready
unto every good work, if he refuses to do some good thing which
his government calls upon him to do, or allows him to do? Remember
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that the admonition
to "be ready unto every good work" is the
concluding phrase of the sentence that beg ins, "put them in mind to
be in subjection to rulers, to authorities, to be obedient ."
Not to allow Christians to participate in any affairs of the government would prevent their making mu ch of their techni ca l and professional skill available for the good of their communities.
A water
engineer might not help to provide a water supply for his community
for most such work is directly controlled by some unit of local
government;
a civil egnineer could not use his skill in the service of
society by constructing
roads and bridges which are vital in our
pre se nt manner of living; a physician mi ght not place his professional
knowl edge at the ser vice of his community in the capacity of health
officer. This is not a mere supposition for I know a godly elder in the
church who was district health officer for three New Mexico counties
for years, and as such he rendered valuable service to his community
as an official of the state. All postal employees who are members of
the church would have to quit carrying the mail, or resign their
clerical jobs in the postal department,
because this service is a
function of the state . A few years ago all Christian railroad m en, and
there are many of them , would have had to resign when the governm.ent took over the operation of the railroads.
The kingdom of heaven is described in prophecy as one wherein
its citizens will "beat their swords into plowshares and their sp ears
into pruning hooks," and within the kingdom of heaven that condition
must prevail. Christians are not even to invoke the protection of the
government against a fellow Christian . "Dare any of you, having a
matter against his neighbor, go to law before the unrighteous,
and
not before the saints? . .. But brother goeth to law with brother, and
that before unbelievers. Nay, already it is altogether a defect in you,
that ye have lawsuits one with another"
(I Corinthians 6: 1,6,7). But
does this teaching forbid a Christian's
doing his share in the civil
government toward making it and his country better? We believe not.
God had one law for His kingdom , the church , but He also ordains
civil government
to handle matter s that do not come within the
scope and purposes of the church.
But let us take a further look at the "citizenship chapter" of the
Bible . This great chapter teaches that we are to be law-abiding
citizens. It says, "l!'or rulers are not a terror to good works, but to the
evil. . . . Do that which is good, and thou shalt have praise of the
same" (Rom ans 13: 3) . If everybody would do good, and nothing but
good, we would have an id ea l government;
but no one has ever seen
such a Utopia upon this earth. Those who make and observe good
laws are the salt of the earth. Every American citizen should give the
Golden Rule full leeway in his life. We should let the Sermon on the
Mount season the nation .
just

Law-abiding citizens
reason to expect

have no fear of the
the recognition
and

laws, and they have
consideration
of the
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authorities.
Good rulers appreci ate good men down in the ranks of
citizenship. In fact, to be very successful as rulers they must have a
loyal, faithful citizenship to support them. They r ecog nize that good
people are the country's greatest as se t.
Christians
are to submit to all the laws of the land with this
notable exception: when the law of the land would requir; something
of the Christian that he cannot do without violating one of God's laws ,
then he must obey God rather than men. We have the Bible example
of the apostles Peter and John being commanded by the authorities
"not to speak at all nor teach in the name of Jesus." This prohibition
was imposed, by the way, at the insistence of the reli gious authorities ,
not of the civil authorities.
But the civil authorities
had been called
in and were party to the pro cee dings. "But Peter and John answered
·and said unto them, "Whether it is right in the sight of God to hearken
unto you rather than unto God, judge ye: for we cannot but speak the
thin gs which we saw and heard" (Acts 4:18-20). Here is the inspired
precedent for the Christian's obeying God's law in preference to some
·injunction
from men that conflicts with God's law. His laws are
:always supreme to all others and must have first place in the Christian's loyalty and observance.
The "c itizenship chapter" of . the Bible further sets forth the truth
Citizens. It says, "Wherefore
ye must
that we must be Conscientious
,needs be subject, not only for wrath, but also for conscience' sake"
; (Romans 13: 5). The Christian has a double inc entive · for keeping the
law. If he resists the lawful demands of the government, he will not
_only suffer the penalty, but he will sin against God. Thus both fear
·and conscience develop the spirit of good citizenship within him. Some
people observe the law simply because they fear its penalty, but the
·Christian observes it from a higher motive -- he observes it for consdence' sake.
What kind of a conscien ce must a man h ave who drives down the
highway at a reckless sp ee d, thus endangering
his own life and the
· lfves of others? What chance do children have of becoming good
citizens whose parents exceed the speed limits on the highway? What
must children think of a father who keeps his eye on the rear view ·
mirror to keep from being caught by a state patrolman?
How must
. they feel about the hypocrisy of a parent who drives at excessive
speeds until he sees a trooper, and then pretends
to be the most
conscientious
citizen in the whole community?
Christians must not forget that the Lord says, "Submit yourselves
to every ordinance of man for the Lord's sake: whether it be to the
kings, as supreme; or unto governors, as unto them that are sent by
him for punishment of evildoers, and for the praise of them that do
well" (I Peter 2: 13,14) _

,
that
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chapter" the Lord says, "Render therefore to all their dues : tribute
to whom tribute is due; custom to whom custom; fear to whom fear;
honour ·to whom honour " (Romans 13:7). In the light of this plain
command from the New Testament
there is no question but that a
Christian is to support his government by · the payment of taxes. There
.is no way to twist any Scripture so that it suggests that a Christian
may t ry to evade his obligation.
But de spite this command of our Lord, "Christians
in our age
have well ni gh universally
forgotten that the tax assessor and the
tax collector ar e ministers of God , and many evade making true re·
turns with as little compunction as they would were the tax officials
the se rvants of the de vil. One schola rly Bi ble com ment ato r says, "This
sin has become so universal that it is we ll nigh regard ed as a virtue."
We h ope that Christians are not as gu ilty of tax evas ion a s this
comme ntator see ms to think, but we ag ree that many are guilty
of evasion. If we expect to be saved , we mu st under stand that the
Chr istian has the obligation to pay taxe s as they are levied by his
government.
J es us Himself
said, "R ender unto Caesar the things
wh ich are Caesar's, " and He mad e this state ment in connection with
a question about paying tribute, or t axes to the Roman government.
We all remember
th e occasion of Peter's being asked whether his
master paid th e half-sh eke l t ax and his ans wering impul sively that
He surely did . Then how, late r, Jesus ta lk ed with him about it and
instructed him to catch a fish and tak e the shekel that he found in
its mouth to pay the t ax for both Himself and Peter.
·with reference to the payment of our taxes, the Lord says, " Owe
no man any thing." Thi s precept does not prohibit the con tract ion of
a debt, but it constrains us to be pre pa r ed to pay it when it is que.
The context of this statement proves that the Lord wa s saying, "Owe
no tax, no custom, ho fea r, no honor , and pay all your due s." l'he
prompt payment of public and private oblig at ions has much to do with
the prosperity and peace of a country. A failure to meet our financial
obligations will wreck business and cause financial panics. But such
a failure does much more than this; it shatters moral stamina, destroys
confidence, and undermin es character.
But there is still another a spect to our citizenship.
The Lord
teaches that we are to be Neighbor-Loving
Citizens. He says, "Thou
shalt love thy n eighbor as thyself" (Romans 13: 9). What a motive!
What an incentive!
The loveless are certain to be selfish . The man
who lives sol ely for self will fleece his neighbors when he has a
chance. He will be constantly looking for some undue advantage. He
will sacrifice the welfare of others on the altars of his own pleasure
and passion. On the other hand, he who loves his neighbor will go to
any length of service and sacrifice for those about him.
The great "citizenship chapter" of the Bible teaches that we are
to be honest citizens. In this chapter the apostle Paul says , "Let us
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walk honestly, as in the day; not in rioting and. dr~nkenness,
n~t in
(Romans ~3 .13) ·
chambering and wantonness, not in . strife and envying
In another Scripture,
the Lord says, "Provide things hon.?st m t~e
sight of all men" (Romans 12: 12). We sometimes say that honesty 1s
proverb_, f?r hone~ty
the best policy," but this is a rather unfortunate
is far more than a policy. It is an eternal truth _and prmc1ple w.hIC'h
must permeate every fiber of our bein g . He who 1s _honest fo: poh cy s
sake is not honest before God. He is an opportums_t who fmds that
honesty pays him h an dsome dividends,
and w ere 1t . not for these
dividends he would throw all restraint
to the four wmds.
_c!tizens.
Finally, the Bible teaches that we are to be Christ-Clothed
"Put ye on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make not p:ov1~10n for
the flesh to fulfil the lusts thereof"
(Romans 13: 14). Tins figure of
speech w~s u se d much during the first century when the New Testament was being written. If a man chose any hero or teacher a_s an
example for his lif e or as an object for his imitation, he ":'as said to
have "put on" that hero or teacher, Adam Clarke says this mode of
speech was taken from the stage players. They assumed the name and
garments
of the person whose character
th_ey w~re t? .act, and endeavored as far as possible to imitate him m their spirit, words and
actions.

It says,

No .doubt the apos tle Paul used this practice as the basis f~r
his admonition to "put on the Lord Jesus Christ." Obviously he 1s
saying: Enthrone
Christ in your heart. Copy His character.
Follow
in His steps. Be like Him in life. Then, when people see you ,they
will think of Him.
Th e initial act by which we put Christ on is ba~tism. To the
Galatian Christians,
Paul said, "For ye are all the children of ?od
by faith in Christ Jesus. For as many of you as have been bapt~zed
into Christ have put on Christ" (Galatians 3: 26,27!. We are bapt1z~d
into Christ, and by baptism we put Him on. In this way and by this
means we are clothed with our Lord . We shed our own garments
which ·are as filthy rags, and replace them with His righteousness,
His grace, His love. He
offers you Himself - to w_arm you, guard
you, and protect you through life. Will you acce_pt His. off!r at this
time, and resolve now that you will put Him on m baptism.
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A very serious evil in our modern civilization is _mixed ~ar:iage,
the marriage of those who hold to different faiths. This pract1c~ 1~ beit 1s a
coming more and more common these days, and therefore
growing temptation
for all Christian youth.
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I'h the early days of
.sians 4: 5) spoken . of in
tion" (Jude 3). All those
called "unbelievers,"
and
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Christianity
there was but "one faith" (Ephethe New Testament
as "the common salvawho refused to embrace the "one faith" were
the Lord forbade Christians
to marry them.

To the Christi a ns at Corinth, th e Lord said, "Be not unequally
yoked together with unbelievers:
for . what fellowship hath righteousne ss with unrighteousn ess? and what communion hath light with darkness? ...
What part hath he that believ et h with an infidel? " (II Co6:14,15). Now of course, this Scripture applies not only to
rinthians
marriage, but marria ge is certainly one of the most important relationships to which it applies, just because there is hardly a more intimate
and more dangerous way for two people to be unequally yoked together.
So, it certainly is clear that God strictly forbids mixed marriage.
,And if you are a Christian young pers on who wonders why He is so
uncompromising
in His condemnation of it, here are three good reasons
why He does not want you to contract such a marriage.
In the first place, He forbids it be cause of what it will do to you
a nd to the one you marry. Do you realize what th at is, and how serious
it is? It means that you hav e jeopardized the happiness of your companion, and increased the chances of a broken home. From a study of
,some 4,108 marriages which ended in separation or divorce in 1949, it
was learn ed that five percent of them involved couples in which both
parties belonged to the same church. But, when the marriage was a
mix ed one, between two Protestants,
the figure jumped to fifteen per. cent-and
to twenty-one percent in cases involving a Catholic husband
a nd a Protestant
wife . Someone may say, "Those percentages
are not
so great." But they are quite significant when one remembers that fiftynine percent of those whose marriages were studied claimed no religious affiliation whatsoever.
These cold statistics tell only a fraction of the story, of course. It's
when one is actually a part of a mixed marriage that the true and
often saddening picture comes into focus. One party to a mixed marriage
has written, "It is not only what you do to your self, but what you do
to the one you love, that makes its doubly tragic."
This same person writes, "Slowly things started to change between
my husband and myself. Without realizing it, we started a vicious circle-he
drinking and I nagging. By this time we had three small
children. Where was the love that was going to work out all things? We
both wanted the children to attend church with us ...
Fortunately,
we
realized what we were doing to ourselves and our children, but unfortunately not before doing much emotional harm to our children (the
results of which are still obvious)."
You cannot possibly give to an unbelieving partner what you promise to give in holy marriage. So you would be making a promise which
you simply cannot keep. And that is not fair; it is not right.
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Strictly speaking, a mixed marriage is an impossibility,
for it
seeks to join together two people who can never really belong to
each other, unless one or the other has a change of heart. For a
Christian companion loves Christ, while an unbelieving
companion
does not. So how can they truly love each other, way down deep, where
all true love comes from? They may be legally married, and morally
too, but not really, fully, perfectly, in both body and soul. There will
always be a high wall that separates them; they will always live in
two different worlds, far apart; they will always feel that they are
essentially two , not one. And they may go on like that for years, and
even with a measure of external happiness, but it will never be what
marriage was intended to be - the union of a man and .,a woman in
holy wedlock where they become one flesh and one spirit.
The evil of mixed marriage is brought out in an article by a young
couple who entered into such a union. They entitled their article,
which appeared in Parade Magazine, November 14, 1954, "We Wouldn't
Marry Each Other Again." In a sub-heading under this title, the editors
penned this note: "A Catholic and a Protestant
reveal the problems
of a mixed marriage." In the essay the couple wrote: "A young Catholic
friend of ours called on my wife and me recently to introduce us to
his fiancee, a lovely, completely captivating girl he'd met at a college
dance. Since she was a Protestant,
he logically assumed we'd be the
ideal couple to whom to talk before they made their wedding plans.
" 'Everybody else is opposed to our marriage,'
he said ruefully.
'That's why we came to you.' I looked at my wife at the same moment
as she looked at me, and we smiled wryly. Then I gave this young couple
an unexpected jolt.
"'Jack,' I said, 'don't do it. Sure, we've been married 18 years; and
though Dorothy's a Protestant
and I'm a Catholic, I guess we have
been fairly happy. But there's one thing we know-if
we had to do it
over, if we were in your shoes right now, we'd each marry someone else."'
The authors add, "We didn't convince them, of course. After all,
no one could convince us before our wedding, either. Because, when
you're young and hopelessly in love , what is so inconsequential
as a
difference in religious beliefs? It's something you're told has been
a major factor in thousands of broken homes; but yours, of course,
will be different.
"It never is, or rarely so. And even though my wife and I couldn't
imagine being separ ated from each other now, we alone know the long
and bitter struggle it has been, and probably will be until we die. And
we also know how much easier it all would have been if we both were
of the same faith."
Another party to a mixed marri ag e writes, "Yes, we have each
other, but I can never give my husband all I'd like to be able to give .
A man needs a wife who can back him up in all things important to
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him. He would like me by his side at church, kneeling together , saying
the same prayers. We disagree about mone y we give to church. Why
ahould I like our money donated to build Catholic churches, convents
and schools? How do you think my husband would feel about me
contributing to help our missionaries in Germany, Japan and especially
Italy?"
This good lady adds, "So many conflicts come between my husband
and me day by day that we've had little inclination for friend's. I've
grown quite sensitive to what other people may say to my husband or
myself. My husband would not enjoy the sa me things my Christian
friends do, and my friends are unsure of their welcome in my home.
No, we didn't intend it to be that way, it just happened - but it is a
nightmare from which I never awaken!"
One may marry for love, but marriage is composed of every-day
living together, which Jove can enrich, but it cannot overcome insurmountable obstacles.
That mixed marriages are cause for alarm is seen in the advice of
nearly all thinking "c lergymen," Protestant,
Catholic and Jewish, who
are united in urging young people to marry their own.
But at this point, I can almost hear someone saying that I do not
know what I am talking about, that such-and-such a couple have dif·
ferent religious beliefs and they get along fine. I am sure they do, but
in almost every such case it usually results from a compromise - one
member of the union relaxing his religious standards. And religious
c.ompromise is never good!
· Perhaps you feel that you are stronger than the one you are marrying , and that you can eventually persuade your partner to change
course and go your way religiously. So you say: Jet's just go ahead
and get married; we'll take care of the religious problem later , as we
go along - just give me time. You know of other cases where that has
happened, and so you think you can afford to take a chance.
Yes, it does happen, but it happens very seldom. It is the rare
exception that proves the rule. Usually it happens the other way: the
Christian is the one who changes his course. All the facts of human
experience to date are against you. And I dare say that even in those
few exceptions to the rule, both people involved would tell you not to
try it. They know how exceptional they are, and how close they came
to stark tragedy .
Besides, you should
not look upon your marriage that way, for
marriage was never intended to be a mission enterprise - a means to
convert someone to Christianity. That matter should be settled before
marriage. The home is not the place for that kind of evangelism;
Usually the one to be evangelized resents it, and no wonder; he becomes
antagonistic
to the gospel instead of more suspectible to it . No one
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wants to be married to someone who is always
and you _can't blame him .
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to convert

him;

The Catholic and Protestant
from whom we quoted in the early
part of this sermon, summed up the stresses between themselves
in
these words : "Indeed, it all adds up, little by little, to a cleavage so
great, a gulf so wide between Protestant and Catholic, that as statistics
prove, it is next to impossible to make it succeed.
.· . . For w e are,
despite our perfect compatibility in other matters, ancient worlds apart.
Which is why we say, if we had it to do over , we wouldn't marry
each other ag ain."
But in the second place, you should not enter into a mixed marriage because of what it will do to your children. They will be the
helpless victims of it, the real tragedies. The best you can have is a
house divided against itself , a home that is caught in the cross currents
of conflict from the start, a family in which children must choose
sides. And there is nothing more painful in all the world than that!
According to the opinions of many experts, much of our modern
juvenile delinquency
is cau se d by religious difference in the home.
There are other causes too, of course, but this one is high on the list.
Children are quick to sense it when something is radically wrong
between their parents. You can not fool them. You can not hide
your heart from them. They have a peculiar ability to look inside of
you, and so they can tell when father and mother are traveling in
opposite directions.
And they rebel against the necessity
of having
to make a choice. So they reject both. And then it .becomes very easy
for them to take the next step - rebellion against society itself. They
simply cannot live normally in an atmosphere of religious conflict.
They are caught on the horns of a dilemma, in this case a marital
dilemma, which involves the two people who are nearest and dearest to
them, and who should be doing their very best for them. Obviously,
they are going to get hurt in one w ay or another. And if you want to
to be a party to a mixed m arriage, you will be responsible for hurting
them . You should think about this beforehand. It would be extremely
selfish of you not to think about it.
Once the children arri ve , the lives of a mixed-m arriage couple
really begin to take on burd en s. Th es e burdens are grievous enough
tha t no accredited
adoption a gency will consider pl a cing a child in
the home of a mixed marriag e.
It may be that you and your partner have agreed that neither of
you will force your religion upon your children , that you will not influence them either way, that you will let th em ma k e up their own
minds. If so, you are talking sh eer n on se nse . It may be sophisticated,
but it is utterly impossible. There simply cannot be any real religious
neutrality in any home, for Christ said, "He that is not with me is
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against me; and he that gathereth not with m e scatte r eth" (Matthew
12 :3 0). A home may be religious or anti-religiou s, but it will not be
perfe ctly neutral.
But even if it were po ssible for you to be n eutr al, it would be a
grav_e injustic e to your childre n particularly
from a Christian point
of view. You have a God-given duty to lead your childr en to Christ for
He gives them to you he re, and so t hey are Hi s. H e wa nts th em retu~n ed
to Him as godly men and women. So you may not m a ke any foolish
agreement to let them grow up with an open mind . Christ has expressly
commanded: "Suffer the littl e children to come unto me!" What makes
you think th at you may disobey that commandment
merely for the
sake of your own personal a nd selfish interests?
A mixed marriage, then, is a civil war, whether it be cold or hot.
And _the casualties are the children. It will leave its mark upon them
for l!fe; and they will bear scars of battle and the wounds of war make no mistake about that. And some day God will call you to ac~ount for what you ·have done to them . Remember what Jesus said:
Whosoever shall off end one of these little ones that believe in me
it is better for him that a millstone were hanged about his neck and
he were cast into the sea" (Mark 9: 42).
'
The Catholic Church has recognized the evils of mixed-marriage,
and is so set against it that a Catholic must get a special dispensation
to m arry a Protestant.
In an effort further to discourage mixed-marriage, it requires the Protestant
to sign the following ante-nuptial
agreement:
"I , the undersigned , not a member of the Catholic Church
wishing to contract marriage with John Doe, a member of the Catholi~
Church, propose to do so with the understanding
that the marriage
bond thus contracted in indissoluble, except by death . I promise on my
word and honor that I will not in any way hinder or obstruct the
said John Doe in the exercise of his religion and that all children of
either sex born of our marriage shall be baptized and educa t ed in
the Catholic faith and according to the teaching of the Catholic Church
ev en though the said John Doe should be taken away by death .
further . promise
that I will marry John Doe only according to the
marriage rite of the Catholic Church; that I will not either before or
aft er the Catholic ceremony, present myself with John Doe for marriage
before a civil magistra t e or minister of the gospel."

I

In discussing one of the terms of this agreement, a Catholic writes
"As for schooling, t h e Protestant wife has promised that she'll see that
,the child is r a is ed a Catholic. But she has little conception
before
her marriage, of how all-encompassing
that training will be. ,just ask
yourself,' h e says , 'how you go about teaching a child catechism
and
getting him to believe with all his heart things you don't believe 'yourself, and in fact actively oppose! You'll begin to resent it· eventually
'
'
you'll begin to resent your husband."'
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"So the children go to parochial school," he continues, "where their
religious training is left up to the nuns. But the nuns can't temper
their teaching to cover pupils whose parents aren't Catholics; a, parochial
school is for believer s in Catholicity. And th e day arri ves when your
son comes home and weeps agonizingly because his mother is a
Prot estant and probably won't be saved. His mother! The one person
closest - to his heart - and, in his eyes, she is doomed!"
We appreciate the candor of Catholics who say quite frankly that,
"In any mixed marriage of a Catholic and a Prostestant,
the heavy
burden - as most Catholic priests admit - is on the Protestant."
As one party to a mixed marriage expressed it in a letter, "Dear
friend , it is a high price to pay for love. I urge you to stop and coun t
the cost . Don't sell your children's birthright as I did."
But finally, if you are a Christian, you should not marry an unbeliever because of what it will do to the church of Christ. Perhaps
you have never thought about that. Maybe you even think the church
ha s no right to interfere with your marriage, that it is strictly your
business. But it is not , not if you are a true Christian, for your marria ge is going to d<i something to the church, something good or bad
- and for that reason the church -must be concerned. God loves His
church dearly , more than anything else in all the world. He admonished
the elders of the church in Ephesus, "to feed the church of God,
which he hath purchased with his own blood" (Acts 20 : 28). To this
same congre gation, Paul wrote that "Christ also lov ed the church ,
and gave himself for it; th a t he might sanctify and cleanse it with
the washing of water by the word, that he might present it to himself
a glorious church, not having spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing;
but that it should be holy and without blemish" (Ephesians 5: 25-27).
Statistics indicate that at least twenty-five per cent of those who
contract mixed marriages leave the church altogether. And that is a
very serious thing, not only for those who leave it, but for the church
itself. It means that marriage, which is supposed to build the church,
can also be used to break it down. Do you want your marriage to do
that?
But on the
marriages and
to it? Well, in
undermining it,
or not.

other hand, what about all those who contract mixed
then do not leave the church? What are they doing
many cases they are doing even greater damage, by
by sabotaging it from within, whether they realize it

Do you know that Old Testament story about Balak and Balaam?
Well, Balak was a heathen king who wanted to destroy Israel, the
people of God. So he hired Balaam, a prophet, to curse them. Balaam
was reluctant to do it at first, but he simply could not resist the
temptation of all the money that Balak offered to pay him for doing
it. So Balak took Balaam to a mountain from which they could see
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t he Israelites in the valley below, and then he said:
now curse them for me, and I'll pay you well.
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they are;

The prophet set up his altar and made the sacrifice
and went
through all his pious routines, but when he opened hi; mouth to
curse, he could not do it - God put words of blessing in it instead
The king was furious, of course . He · thought he had been double:
crossed. And in a sense he had. But the prophet said : I can not
help it; I ca n say only wh at God lets me say; but let us try another
m~untain , with another alt ar - maybe a different vanta ge point will
brm~ a better result . So they did, but it did not help. Once more,
despite a new altar and a new sacrifice, God put words of blessing into
his mouth instead of cursing. And again the king was furious, even
more so. What do you think I am paying you for? he asked.
Well they tried it
another point of view .
E very time the prophet
will. And so Balak gave

a third time , from still another mountain and
But it was not good. It just would not work.
spoke blessing inste a d of cursing , against his
up on him in disgust .

(

But Balaam could not stand to lose all that money, and so when
he felt it slipping through his fingers he called Balak to one side
and whispered in his _ ear: I cannot curse Israel for you, as you reques t ed ,. but if you want to destroy th em, I know how you can do it,
a nd I will tell you - for a pric e !" With some doubt in his mind Balak
said, "Tell me, and I will pay your price - if it works ." So the ~rophet
sai~ to the king, "If you can get your boys to marry their girls, and
their boys to marry your girls , that will do it, that will be the end
of them , for then God will punish them for marrying Gentiles and thus
brin gin g strangers and their strange gods into the camp of Israel."
And Balak said, "I will do it!" And he did! And Balaam was right he got his money - for his prophecy was fulfilled in the most dreadful
way . Mixed marriage destroyed Israel when nothing else could do it!
And it can easily do the same for the church today. That is why
God says t_g all Christian youn g people, "Be not unequally yoked
together with unbelievers."
If I were to tell you about all the people who have written to ask
for help in dealing with the pr oblems which they face in their mixed
marriages, you would re alize how ne cessary it is to say th ese things.
What h eart ac he, what agony, what bitter remorse many of them suffer!
They would give almost any thin g to undo what they have done, to go
ba ck and listen to all the wa rnings they spurned. As one of them
put it: "If only someone had been able to stop me, but now it is too
late , and I have to live with what I have done to my husband , to my
children, to myself - and above all, to my God!"
So whatever you do, do not get yourself
with an unbeliever in holy marriage!

unequally

yoked together
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A few years ago I read of an interesting conversation between a
Mohammedan and a Christian. The Mohammedan was exulting in the
fact that he and his people could travel to Mecca, and worship at the
grave containing the body of their dead leader. But the Christian
replied, "We do not worship at the grave of our Lord for His tomb is
empty. He is risen!"
This short story epitomizes the faith of Christians from time immemorial. The New Testament
writers did not debate the question
of the resurrection, for there was no question in their minds about it.
History teaches nothing with more certainty than the truth that all
the apostles, and all the first teachers of Christianity, believed in the
resurrection
of Christ. It was the apex of their faith, the necessary
keystone in the arch of their hope.
But thousands of men who occupy pulpits today do not believe
in a bodily resurrection.
They talk about the resurrection
of Christ,
and say they believe He rose, but they explain this to mean, when
they are pressed, that He lives only in the hearts and lives of men .
They say the resurrection of Christ had nothing to do with His body .
They talk about "a faith without fact." But why speak of a faith if
there is no fact? The truth of the matter is, that there can be no
Christianity
apart from the bodily resurrection
of Jesus Christ . To
say only that the influence of Jesus still lives is not to say He is
risen from the dead as the New Testament affirms . In fact, if the body
of Christ were not raised , there was no resurrection
of any sort. It
was the body that wa s dead, and if it were not raised, there was no
resurrection.
The resurrection of Christ is the center of the ages. All that went
before longed for it and pointed forward to it. All that has since
transpired ha s been molded by it. V\Thether men deny it or confess it,
they can not fail to realize that belief of it has transformed the world.
To prove the resurrection is to establish Christianity;
to disprove it is
to destroy all our hopes. If Jesus is dead today, He was an imposter;
if risen, He is the Son of God.
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The first attempt to explain the empty tomb is recorded in the
New Testament itself. Matthew says the Jewish authorities
bribed
the soldiers who had guarded the tomb to say that the disciples of
Jesus had stolen the body of Jesus while they slept (Matthew 28: 12,13).
The soldiers were not to deny that the tomb was empty - they were
to offer an explanation of how it became empty! The disciples emptied
it while they slept!
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We believe in the bodily resurrection
of Christ, and we offer as
our first proof, the empty tomb. It is generally admitted that Jesus
was crucified , placed in a tomb, and that it was found empty on the
third day. How do you account for this?

Become a child of God - by believing in Christ, repenting of your
sins, confessing
your faith in the world's Redeemer,
and being
baptized into Him. Then, be a child of God who lets His light so shin e
before men, "that they may see your good works, and glorify your
Father which is in heaven" (Matthew 5: 16).

By James
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Who can believe it? A whole Roman guard going to sleep on
watch - an act punishable by death! We can conceive of a lonely
sentinel committing this breach of military law, but a whole guard
going to sleep, all at the same time, is unthinkable.
But if all the soldiers in the guard did go to sleep, as per their
claim, how did they know what happened while they were asleep?
If the Lord's body were stolen, how did they know it was taken by His
disciples? How could they testify to any thing that happened while
they "\ ere in sound slumber? How could a whole Roman guard sleep
so soundly on such a night, with such a trust, and under such responsibility, and remain so fast asleep that all the movements of all the men
necessary to roll away the stone, and force the tomb, and bear
away the body did not awaken them? It would tax anyone's imagination
to believe that the great stone could be rolled away, the official seal
broken, and a company of men go in and out of the grave to remove
a corpse without being heard or seen by somebody in the guard.
Who can believe that Christ's disciples who had been cowards at
the time of His arrest and trial were now so emboldened that they
would face the Roman soldiers in order to secure His dead body? What
possible motive could they have had for stealing the body of Jesus?
Surely they were not wanting to foist a lie upon the people of that
country . These men were not liars. Their subsequent preaching and
behavior indicate their honesty and sincerity. Men do not preach lies
with such power as that which accompanied their labors.
If you believe the disciples stole the body of Jesus, you must give
a motive for such de ception. You must explain why men who were
teachers of goodness, and whose influence has always been on the
side of righteousness, would endeavor to deceive men. How could such
men have gone out into a world in arms against th em and their doctrine,
and preached everywhere the resurrection
of Christ as the great seal
of the gospel and the cornerstone of their message; knowing that they
would draw upon them the utmost rage and persecution that man could
show; unshaken by any dangers, unwearied by any sufferings; cheerfully losing their all, and submitting to tortures and death - all of
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this to proclaim a falsehood! And if Christ were not raised, if their
teaching were all untrue, then "were they, of all men, most miserable,"
having nothing but sufferings here , and expecting to answer for a lifelong fraud hereafter.
We cannot believe that the body of Christ was stolen by the
disciples, And it seems that this theory has been discarded by the
modern enemies of Christianity.
Even Strauss remarks that such a
char ge of fraud is wholly incompatible with the after-life, heroism, and
martyrdom of the disciples.
Some unb eli eve rs have held to t he "swoon theor y," alleging that
Jesus only fainted while on the cross _and that He w as later reviv e d
in the grave. But the Roman soldiers knew bett er . They were so
positive that He had breathed His last bre a th th at they did not follow
the usual custom of breaking the leg s of the condemne d. ,Pil a t e a sked
the Roman centurion, who had char g e of the crucifi xion, if Christ ha d
been dead for some time, and his answer was so definite in the affirmative that the Bible says, "And when he (Pil ate) knew it of th e
centurion, he gave th!) body t o Jo seph" (Mark 15: 45) .
If Jesus had not been dead, could He have rolled the stone away
from the sepulchre by His own strength, walked mil e s on pierced feet,
weak from hunger and the loss of blood, and appe ar in the midst of
the disciples giving the impression
of victory and triumph? Such is
incredible.

But on e of the worst features of this theory is that it makes Christ
a deceiver . He permitted the di sciples to beli eve in the resurrection
and preach it without correcting t hem. Would He hav e permitted them
to preach something He knew to be false? Knowing the character of
Christ as we do, we cannot believe He would have done so. The
"swoon theory" is a very weak effort to account for the empty tomb
without admitting the resurrection .
Recently, two scholars have proposed th e explanation
that the
women who "found the stone rolled aw ay from the sepulchre" made a
mistake - they went to the wrong tomb! They saw an empty grave
and supposed the body of Christ had vanished. But this was not a
public buryin g ground. It was the private burial plot of Joseph of
Arimathaea. The possibility of such a mistake is out of the question .
Would these women have so soon forgotten the pri vate resting place
of a loved one? Did Peter and John make the same mistake? They
also found an empty tomb and the Lord' s grav e clothe s.
But we offer as our second witness for the r es urrection the faith
early disciples.
They explain ed the empty tomb by saying that
a resurrection
had taken place. They not only affirmed that Jesus
was raised but that they had seen Hirn and handled Him. They record
about a dozen post-resurrection
appearances.
These appearances
were
under various circumstances
and to different groups. The Bible says
of the
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"he showed himself alive after his pa ssion by many infallibl e proofs,
being seen of them forty days, and speaking of the things per taining
to th e kingdom of God" (Acts 1: 3) .
While Jesus lived in the flesh, His disciples were sustained by
His presence, and by His matchless words, as they heard Him speak
"as nev er man spake," and with an authority that controlled the sea
and raised the dead. But after His death, deep tribulation,
su ch as
they had not known before, overtook
them. What da rkness overwhelmed their faith! He who was once so mighty to give deliverance to
th e captive, had Him se lf been taken captive and bound to the cross.
He , who with a word rai sed the dead, had been violently put to death .
He , whom they expe cted to reign as King of kings, and to subdue all
nations, had been brought under the dominion of His own nation, and
shut up in the sepulchre . 0, inde ed, it was a se ason of great heaviness,
and dismay, and trial, those days and nights in which their beloved
Master was lying in death! The great stone which His enemies had
rolled to the door of the sepulchre, lest His disciples should go by
night and take away the body, was expressive of the cold , dead weight ,
which that death and burial had laid upon their hearts. That sepulchre
seemed as the tomb of all their hopes. All was buried with J es u s. "For
as yet," it is written , "they knew not the Scripture, th a t h e must rise
again from the dead" (John 20:9) . Had they understood wh at He had
often told them , th ey would h ave known "that thus it behooved Christ
to suff er, and to rise from the dead, the third day."
The third d!J,Y came. The Jewish sabbath was ended. The first day
of the week was breaking. While it wa s yet dark, faithful women
came to the sepulchre with spices for the embalming. They found the
stone rolled away. Wondering at this, they entered the tomb. The body
was not there. Enemie s have taken it away, was their first thought.
Mary Magdalene hastened to say to Peter and John, "they have taken
away the Lord, and we know not where they have laid him." Angels
appeared to the women in their alarm, saying, "He is not here , but is
risen ." Then, with fear, and yet with great joy, they ran "to bring his
disciples word." But to the disciples, "their words seemed as idle tales,
and they believed them not." But Peter and John rushed to "the place
where the Lord lay,'' and entering in, they found the grave-clothes remaining, but otherwise
an empty sepulchre . The Bible says , "They
saw and believed."
After a short time, came Mary Magdalene to the other disciples,
and "told them she had seen the Lord," and what things He had
spoken unto her. Still, the disciples "believed not ." It seemed too
good to be true. How was it that tney did not remember His words,
which even the chief priests and Pharisees
repeated to Pilate , as a
reason for posting a · guard around the tomb, "After three days, I will
rise again?" (Matth .ew 27:63). The terrible sl;lock of the crucifixion
must have so stunned their faith, and distracted
their thoughts, that
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That same day - the third day, the first day of the week - (Luke
two disciples went toward the neighboring village of
Emmaus . Their hearts were heavy as they "talked of all those things
that had happened." The Bible says Jesus "drew near and went with
them." He often draws near to those whose hearts are sad , because
they feel their need of Him . He asked the reason for their grief.
They told Him of Jesus of Naz areth, whom they believed to have been
"a prophet, mighty in word and deed"; how He had been put to death;
and how it was now the third day since this was done; and of the
amazing statement that the sepulchre had been found empty, and that
a vision of angels had been seen, "who said he was alive."
24: 1,13,21)

Then answered their unknown companion: "O, slow of heart to
believe all that the prophets have spoken." "And beginning at Moses
and all the prophets, he expounded unto them in all the scriptures
the things concerning himself" (Luke 24:27). What a sermon must
that have been! No wonder their hearts burned within them, while
thus the Light of the world was opening to them the Scriptures. But
presently, while sitting at meat with them, Jesus "took bread, and
brake it, and gave to them ." It was a sign they could not mistake.
The Bible says, "their eyes were opened, and they knew him; and he
vanished out of their sight." Immediately they returned to Jerusalem
with the tidings . They found the rest of the disciples gathered together - but in what state of mind? No more in doubt, but saying
among themselves, "the Lord is risen indeed." The two from Emmaus
now added their testimony:
"He is risen! He is risen indeed!"
But the modern rationalists
of our day try to explain away the
faith of the early disciples in the resurrection
of Christ. They allege
that the apostles were expectant of a resurrection,
and so dwelled
on that thought, that they imagined after a time that they saw the
Lord. Then, in the midst of their enthusiasm and excitement, they
announced the · resurrection
without a thorough examination
of the
evidence. But the appearances of Jesus to different persons and groups
of persons at different times do not give the impression of subjective
visions. And the appearances of Jesus suddenly stopped after certain
days. Is that the way of visions or hallucinations? Do they not have a
tendency to increase and multiply? What cured these visionaries so
abruptly?
But contrary to many shallow modern views, the early disciples
did not live in an unduly cred1iious age. Far from it! The disciples
themselves, and the immediate followers of Jesus, those who had been
in His company in the days of His flesh, were very difficult to convince
that He had risen. If we consult the record in ii.II four Gospels this
impression is deepened. When Paul stood making his defense before
King Agrippa in Caesarea, he told how difficult it was for him to yield
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himself to the truths of the gospel. He was not easily won to the
Christian faith, but the resurrection
of Christ was borne into his
mind with terrific force on the highroad to Damascus. He points out
that the highest hopes of his race were based on the events that had
taken place in Jerusalem;
but declares that, despite this, people were
hard of heart and slow to believe.
The vision theory does not account for the facts in the case. How
could different people look into a tomb and think it empty if the body
were there all the time? How could individuals have believed they
touched the Master if it had been a vision they were experiencing? It
would seem that the attempt to touch Him would have revealed their
mistake. It would also seem that the enemies would have produced
the body to refute the claims of these "visionaries." The fact that they
did not thus refute their claims is proof that they could not, for we
may be sure that they left no stone unturned in their efforts to prove
the falsity of the claims made by the apostles. And if the combined
efforts of the enemies of Christianity
of the first century did not
disprove the bodily resurrection, if they did not produce a flaw in the
testimony of the witnesses, it is rather late for unbelievers in our
day to try it.
To strengthen our faith in the resurrection
reality, let us - and
I include especially the doubtful and uncertain, even the scoffers and
atheists in this audience - stand once more in spirit before the rockhewn grave in Joseph's garden, where the broken seal, the removed
stone, the prostrate Roman guard, the empty tomb, the discarded burial
shroud, the white-robed angel with his announcement, "He is not here
but is risen!" All combine to impress us with holy, heavenly truth
that Jesus, God's Son and the world's Saviour, has eternally defeated
death for Himself and for all µien . With the cry, "He is risen! He is
risen indeed!" we invite you, rather, we urgently plead with you, to
study and believe the inspired resurrection
message of Paul: "As
Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory of the Father, even
so we also should walk in newness of life" (Romans 6:4).
When the apostle summarizes the triumph of the Lord's resurrection in the seven short words "Christ was raised up from the dead!"
he regards the mysterious but magnificent bursting of the grave as an
unquestionable,
supreme truth . He revealed that faith in this history
changing even was necessary to salvation. To the Romans, he wrote:
"If thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and believe in
thine heart that God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be
saved" (Romans 10:9).
Short of such faith, there is no hope . No resurrection, no redemption! No open grave, no opened heaven! No risen Christ, no risen
,Christians!
Paul presents the unavoidable alternative
to faith in the resurrection. In effect, he writes to the Corinthians:
"Let us say that
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there is no re surrection ." Then with calm, yet relentless
logic he
of the dead, then
sets forth the conclusion: If there is no resurrection
is plain. Everything
tha t
Christ
has not been raised. The inference
Christ represented,
all that He t au ght, and all that He lived for
were in jeopardy. What convi ction could a faith like His convey t o
men if God , the obj ect of th at faith, had left Him to die on a cross
and to rot in a tomb? Su ch would be the victory of Antichrist;
it would
ca st forev er a dark, imp en etrable shadow on the face of God.
If Christ has not been raised there can be no faith in Him a s th e
Saviour of the wo r ld . Who would ca re to follow a dead and defeated
leader? How could the vi ctim of death be the Lord and Giver of life ?
If there was no resurrection
of Je sus Christ, then any hope of resurre ction, with all it im pli es for m an's immortal longin gs , is dead as du st .
It is only a silk en cobw eb strun g a cross the horns of the moon.

One is r eminded of th e ima gin ative pi cture John Henry Newman
once drew of a world into whi ch one looked for some tr ace of God and
found none. There was only a blank! He compar «;is su ch an imagin ar y
experience with that of lookin g in to a mirror and seeing nothing' !
·That, indeed, would be a horrifyin g experience. We ca n imagine the
impact of Paul 's words on the minds of thes e Cor inthians so la tely
r eleased from pagan darkness a nd liberated into th e light of Chri st' s
go~pel of salvation and everlasting life, a gospel authenticated
by th e
resurre ction. For th em it would m ea n that th eir new-found liberty and
the boundless hopes that were associated with it were a d elusion and
snare. All the old haunting questions would remain. How, then, could
some of their number think even for a single mom ent that Christ had
not risen?
Yet, as Paul triumphed, "But now is Christ r ise n," so we want
your faith to ring, clean and unhesitating.
Some of you may doubt or
deny the a ngelic proclamation, "He is risen!" bec ause you have n ever
taken the time to behold the truth. You hav e had your mind poisoned
by a ·destructive
teacher, an atheist agitator or an applauded skeptic.
Will you not be fair enough to read through the New Testament
evidence for the Savior's resurrection
to life?
If you submit to the Spirit's guidance, you will experience the same
startling reverse that challenged the life of Gilbert West. He thought
that he had found confusion and contradiction
in the four Gospel
accounts, · and his . exposure , he boasted, would reveal the complete
i:rnp·ossibiiity
the open grave. When he had finished his investigations,
however, he · penned this remarkable
confession:
"As I have studied
the evidence for the resurrection
of Jesus Christ from the dead and
have weighed it according to the laws of evidence, I have become
satisfied · that Jesus really ·rose from the dead, as recorded in the
gospels, and I have written my book" (the book that was to destroy
.all faith in the resurrection)
"on that side"
the side of Christ and
. . .., truth
·., ' .
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You, too, will be able to overcome doubt and to exult with the
apostle, who proclaim ed, "But now is Christ risen," if you prayerfully
in vestigate the teachin g of the New T est am ent. The trouble wi th most
people who reject the r es urrection of Chris t is not to be found in any
insurmountable
oppo sition by the br ain proc ess es, but in their stubborn
unwillingness
to con ce de th e trut h . A brilliant New York attorney
is quoted as admitting,
"I am con vinced that Je sus really did rise
from the dead, but I am n o nea rer bein g a Chri sti an than I was
before . I thought th at the difficulty wa s wit h my head . I find that it
reall y is with my heart. "
So convincing is the evidence for t he Lord's r esurrection that ,
when submitted
to careful scrutiny by leg al experts, it ha s been
thoroughly vindicated. In a remarkable
book by Simon Greenl eaf a
special section is devot ed to the re surr ect ion , with th e result that
the Gospel narratives are complet ely endorsed . Some of you may ask,
however, "Who is this Simon Gree nl eaf ? Is his opinion recognized?"
Let me answer not only that he wa s prof essor of law at Harvard and
perhaps the most distin guished jurist ev e r connected with that eminent
university, but also that the London Law Magazine called him one of
the most highly este em ed legal authoritie s of his century, a ss erting
that he shed more li ght on the laws of evidence than all lawyers
who adorn the court s of Europe. Now, if that distinguished
authority
unre servedly endorses th e resurrection,
why does any one in this
audience hesitate to subscrib e to its complete truth?
Without faith in the r esurrection, life loses its beauty and blessing. Herbert Spencer , En gland's le a rned philosopher, did not have this
faith , and in his last hours he asked that only one Latin word be
chiseled on his tombstone , the word meaning , " The most unhappy one."
The reje ction of faith in the risen Lord leaves men without hope ,
while humble confiden ce in this truth bestows new assurance.
It is this n ewn ess for whi ch P aul ap peals when he says, "As
Christ was raised from the de ad , . . . even so we also should walk in
newness of life." When Jesus ros e fr om the tomb, an entirely new
era dawned on the world . A New Te stament was offered to men in
which the most persistent a nd overpow erin g te r ror, the cringing b efore
th e gra ve, was rem oved for all who acclaim Jesus their Savior. What
trembling the thou ghts of death of te n pro voke for an unbeliever!

Ask a soldier who ha s seen godl ess scoffers go over the top and
fa ce de ath in No Man's Land - how they chatter and quake . Ask a
sailor who has stood with infidels on th e de cks of a doomed ship how
they fell on their kne es in ghastl y co n sternation.
Ask a doctor t o
describe the last mom en ts of bla sphem ers, when the t errors of hell
are written on their fa ces as shudd ering cur ses leap from their lips ,
and you will understand that the most cru shing of earth's other burdens
is not to be compared with what m en oft en fe ar in their la st moments.

l
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But you do not have to face the end in such fear, because there
is but One who says, "Because I live, you shall live also!" "I am the
resurrection
and the life: he that believeth in me, though he were
dead, yet shall he live!" "In my Father's house are many mansions:
...
I go to prepare a place for you."
Paul tells us precisely how we may have that hope. He says,
"Know ye not, that so many of us as were baptized into Jesus Christ
were baptized into his death? Therefore we are buried with him by
baptism into death: that like as Christ was raised up from the dead
by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness
of life. For if we have been planted together in the likeness of his
·death, we shall be also in the likeness of his resurrection:
Knowing
'this, that our old man is crucified with him, that the body of sin
might be destroyed,
that henceforth
we should not serve sin"
(Romans 6:3-6).
By faith we are led to repent of our sins, confess Christ as Lord,
and be buried with Him in baptism . In the keeping of these divine
appointments,
we obey the gospel, and are raised to walk in newness
of life here - with the promise that we shall be in the likeness of
His resurrection
hereafter.

OUT OF THE MAIL BAG
Elders, Highland
Box 1858
Abilene, Texas

Church

of Christ

Dear Brethren:
We enclose here with our monthly contribution
$25.00 for the Nation Wide Radio-TV program.
Beginning with January
for this purpose.

1959, we purpose

for December

of

to send $50.00 per month

As long as the work continues as it seems to be now, well pleasing to the Lord, we hope to continue to send this amount until we
can increase it.
With

our very best wishes,

we are,

Yours in Him,
Elders, Church of Christ
16th and Florida
By: Harl D. Mansur

IN APPRECIATION
E. W. Harper

To the many individuals and churches who have helped us; to the
faithful preachers and elders who have given us such wonderful cooperation during this effort to secure these 250 stations on Mutual;
let me on behalf of the Highland Church of Christ try in my feeble
way to express our heartfelt thanks and appreciation
to each and all.
You will never know just how it rejoiced our hearts to see the letters,
the telegrams; to have your telephone calls assuring us that you were
behind us in this great opportunity that came our way.
The providence
of the Lord is being manifested
in so many
wonderful ways and our brethren have been so very graciously good
to us in making it possible for us to accept this offer and by it to
reach many thousands, yes we believe even millions with the glorious
gospel of Christ. It will take eternity alone to reveal the good this
cooperation on the part of us all has done. We honestly believe,
sitting where we are, with the mail coming to us, knowing the many
wonderful things being accomplished
by this effort, that throughout
all eternity
there will be many thousands thanking
the Lord that
such people lived as you who have helped us make this program
possible for them to hear the saving gospel of Christ.
It will take continued efforts on the part of us all to keep this
great work going but we do believe when you have read the articles
that will be given to you by others that you will want to continue
with this effort to reach the millions with the truth; millions who
will one day stand before the Judge, lost because no one told them
of the right way. Again , thanks from our hearts and may the Lord
bless you and us in this great work for the Lord.

IN FAITH

OPPORTUNITY ON MUTUAL NETWORK
By James

John

D. Willeford

The Lord has instructed us to sow the good seed of His kingdom,
and then leave the increase to Him. He has promised that His word
will accomplish His purpose if we will plant it in honest hearts.
We rejoice that we now have an exp anded opportunity for sowing
the seed. Mutual has offered us its facilities at a very reasonable
sum, and we feel that this is the opportunity of a lifetime . With the
apostle Paul, we can say, "A great door and effectual is opened unto
me" (I Corinthians 16:9).
The use of 250 Mutual Network stations will enable us to reach
millions of Americans that we are not reaching on the ABC Network.
It will help us to develop a greater religious atmosphere
in the nation,
and make the way easier for local men in the mission areas. It will
contribute
toward the building of deeper faith in the Bible as the
word of God, and it will strengthen
"the tie that binds us together"
in Christian Love.
The stations comprising the
loyal listening audience, and we
of people will now be listening
greater opportunity
to conteract
being spread far and wide by
preach the Great Commission of

Mutual Network have an exceedingly
can be sure that additional millions
to the gospel. We will now have a
some of the propag anda which is
modern day evangelists
who do not
our Lord.

Brethren everywhere have rallied
effort on Mutual, and for their help
generosity thrill our hearts, and give
love for the truth enables us to say
are set for the defense of the gospel."

to the support of this
we are thankful. Such
us the courage to press
with a little more joy

additional
love and
on. Such
that "we

F. Reese

Seven years ago la st February the gospel bro adcast known as
H ERALD OF TRUTH was laun ched on the ABC rad io network. At
tha t time there was no guarantee
that sufficient
funds would be
av ailable for a full twelve months. By faith the six men who were
elde rs at that time signed the contract . Many have been the anxious
ho urs spent in planning to ke ep the broadcast going every week since
that day.
In 1954 a contract was signed with the Dumont television network
to us 26 of their stations for 26 weeks. As a result of that beginning
the television program has never ceased to be shown some where
every Lord's Day. Today the television series is carried on 40 stations.
This, too, has been accomplished
by faith in God and brethren
everywhere .
And so today as the elders at Highland, now tw elve in number,
accept the challenge
and opportunity
to add the facilities
of the
Mutual Broadcasting
System it is with more faith than ever that if we
do our best God will answ er our prayers for the successful use of
t hese stations for the sowing of the pure certified seed of the Gospel.
We believe that individu al Christians,
preachers,
and elders
will want to have a part in meeting these needs. For an entire year,
the cost will be an additional $80,000.00 for Mutual if all the two
hundred fifty stations can be cleared . All of this has not been
subscribed . Will you not review your blessings and give toward helping
us to meet this call and even increase the use of the ABC network?
Th e Highland elders believe you will do just that .
For your past assistance

we shall be eternally

grateful.
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